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Studying Australian stories 
in high school?

What is AustLit?
AustLit aims to be the definitive 
information and education resource  
for Australian literary, print, and  
narrative culture.

How can AustLit inform my 
learning experience’? 
If you’re studying Australian literature at a 
high-school level, AustLit is an excellent 
source of biographical and (particularly) 
bibliographical information on Australian 
texts included in high-school syllabi. In 
addition to Shakespeare, syllabi might 
include the poetry of Oodgeroo Noonuccal 
and Rosemary Dobson, Tara June Winch’s 
Swallow the Air, Michael Gow’s Away, 
Jane Harrison’s Rainbow’s End. And 
that’s only a sampling of the authors and 
works that you could find yourself studying 
over the next few years. As a record of a 
national literature, AustLit is unique. So 
how exactly can this unique, wide-ranging 
resource help you?

How do I use AustLit?
AustLit contains rich bibliographical and 
biographical records. On our database, 
you’ll find information about authors, texts, 
(including translations and adaptations), and 
secondary sources. When you’re studying 
Australian literature, you need access to a 
resource that will allow you to understand 
the focus of the texts, put those texts in 
a broader culture context, and explore 
secondary resources. AustLit is the resource 
that will do all of those things, and more.

Case Study
Alice Pung’s Unpolished Gem is 
on your high-school syllabus, and 
you’ve been assigned to writing 
an essay on it. You don’t really 
know where to start to find the 
kind of secondary sources that 
you need for your essay. This is 
where AustLit comes in. If you 
look at the AustLit record for 
Unpolished Gem, you’ll see a tab 
on the right-hand side of the page, 
called ‘Works About’. Here, you’ll 
find a list of more than thirty works 
about Pung’s memoir: reviews, 
newspaper columns, interviews, 
and academic articles. You can 
see abstracts and publication 
dates for the articles, access many 
of them directly from their AustLit 
record. You’ll discover AustLit’s 
records link to other works that  
are connected to Alice Pung:  
other memoirs, other works 
by Asian-Australian writers, 
other critical works about the 
relationship between Asia and 
Australia. One trip to AustLit, and 
you’ll find exactly what you need 
for writing that essay!

Need information on Australian literature, film and drama or cultural studies?

What can I find on AustLit?
On AustLit, you will find records for over 
900,000 works and more than 150,000 
authors and organisations. These records 
include bibliographical or biographical 
details; information on genres, subjects, 
settings; lists of ‘works about’; links to 
related works and people; and other rich 
material. We’re not just useful for essay-
writing. Did you know, for example, that 
we have over 2500 young adult novels 
listed on the database? So if you need 
to make a new reading-for-fun list, we’re 
good for that, too. You could start with our 
23 young-adult novels about vampires, 
perhaps. Or perhaps not. There are plenty 
more works to choose from (with no 
vampires whatsoever!).

What are AustLit datasets? 
AustLit also includes a number of 
specialist research projects, which collate 
resources on particular subjects or types 
of writing. These projects are connected 
to the types of works that you’ll study 
in high school including World War I in 
Australian Literary Culture, which includes 
thousands of works about that war; 
BlackWords, a unique resource about 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander writing 
and story-telling; Climate-Change in 
Australian Narratives and ScreenLit, our 
rich collection of records on Australian 
film from 1900 onwards. In short, you’ll 
find everything you need to write that 
forthcoming essay!

If you’re studying Australian literature at a secondary school level, then AustLit is your go-to resource for both 
primary and secondary sources. Ask your teacher or librarian how to get the most out of AustLit!
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